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Ella Lynes Gibbon Mark ’48, October 
22, Palatka, Fla.  She was an accomplished 
musician and seamstress.
Ann Gault Straughan ’48, November 
26, 2008, McRae, Ga.  She retired from the 
Telfair County School System after 28 years 
of teaching.
Edwin Lee Allen ’49, December 3, 
Greenville.  He was a U.S. Navy veteran and 
a retired school teacher and social worker.
James L. Banks, Jr. ’49, January 17, 
Williamston, S.C.  A U.S. Navy veteran of 
World War II, in which he was a medical 
corpsman, he later attended Maryland 
Medical School, where he received the 
Hummel Award for Internal Medicine.  He 
went on to be a general practitioner in the 
Williamston area.  He was a member of the 
South Carolina Medical Association.
TWO WOMEN WHO MADE A DIFFERENCE
THE FURMAN COMMUNITY MOURNED THE LOSS of two highly 
regarded former staff members this winter with the deaths of Dot Ensor 
and Dot Gentry.
 Dorothy C. Ensor, who died January 29, retired from the univer-
sity in 1986 after working for 19 years as executive secretary and 
administrative assistant to two presidents, Gordon W. Blackwell and 
John E. Johns.  She also worked as a secretary at Clemson University 
and at a local textile !rm, and as a legal secretary and deputy clerk 
of court of the U.S. District Court.
 She was a two-time recipient of the annual service award presented 
by the student government association.  Upon her retirement, Johns 
described her as “witty, cordial, un"appable and loyal,” and praised her 
calming in"uence and high professional standards.
 Dorothy Johnson Gentry died February 4.  With the move to the 
new campus she became Furman’s !rst postmistress, serving for 23 years 
until her retirement in 1982.  She worked !rst from a small area in the 
student canteen in James C. Furman Hall before moving into roomier 
quarters when the student center was built.
 Known for her patience, caring nature and good cheer, she was 
in many ways a surrogate mother to the students who worked for her.  
She was the sister of James Johnson, associate professor emeritus of 
economics and business.
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Edith Wells Watson ’42, December 15, 
Orlando, Fla.  She was a teacher and retired 
after many years at Winter Park (Fla.) High 
School.  During World War II she worked 
on the Manhattan Project. 
William Harlan Hughes ’44, January 
3, Greenville.  He served in the European 
Theatre during World War II, later returning 
to Furman to complete his degree.  He 
worked as a reporter for the Greenville 
Piedmont and also as an independent 
insurance agent with the C. Douglas 
Wilson Company.  He was a lifelong 
student of history and was a poet who 
was active in numerous organizations 
in the Greenville community.
Joseph Adams Allen, Jr. ’45, December 
27, Greenville.  He was a chiropractor, a 
U.S. Army Air Corps veteran, and a Mason.
Frances Hand Beaver ’45, March 9, 
2009, Williamston, S.C.  She was a retired 
teacher from Anderson School District 1.
Ansel Ravenel Scott ’45, January 15, 
Greenville.  He worked for many years 
with Keys Printing and Faith Printing.  
Upon retirement, he discovered a love for 
woodworking and was a founding member 
of the Greenville Woodworker’s Guild.  He 
served as a navigator during World War II.
Kenneth P. Stuart ’45, November 11, 
Greencastle, Pa.  He was the former head 
of the social studies department at Carson 
Long Military Institute.
Maxwell Lewis Coleman, Sr. ’46, 
March 2, 2009, Lakeland, Fla.  He was a 
retired minister of Baptist Tabernacle.  He 
was also the retired owner of Imperial 
Barber Shop and was a representative for 
New Man Hair Replacement for 40 years.
Charles Alexander Jones ’46, 
November 17, Columbia, S.C.  He served in 
the U.S. Air Force for 30 years, !ghting in 
World War II, Korea and Vietnam, where 
he was recognized with a Bronze Star.  He 
retired from the military as a lieutenant 
colonel.  He was a past president of the 
Richland Sertoma Club, an active member 
of Forest Lake Club, the Camellia Ball, the 
Caprician, the Evening Music Club, 
the Palmetto Mastersingers and the 
St. Andrews Society of Columbia.
Clyde Furman McAlister ’46, November 
14, Harrisonburg, Va.  He was employed 
by colleges in North Carolina and Georgia 
before serving 19 years as vice president 
in charge of business affairs at Douglass 
College of Rutgers University in New 
Jersey.  He and his wife, Ann Lawrence 
’45 McAlister, ran a bed and breakfast 
business for 10 years in Lynchburg, Va., 
and he was active in support of peace and 
environmental concerns.
Melba Carolyn Brannon ’47, January 
14, Boiling Springs, S.C.  She taught school 
for 37 years, 34 of them at Boiling Springs 
Elementary School.
Dorothy Martin Harrison ’47, 
December 23, Greenville.  She was retired 
from St. Francis Hospital.  She worked for 
more than 30 years with the Department 
of Social Services and the Greenville 
Hospital System.
Thomas J. McMahon, Sr. ’47, 
November 26, Southbury, Conn.  He was 
employed for many years as an agent with 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company.  
Later he worked as a bus driver for the 
Bethel School System.
Inez Bridwell Merritt ’47, December 13, 
Aiken, S.C.  
Julia Courtenay Campbell ’48, October 
17, 2008, Charlottesville, Va.
George Harold Garrett, Sr. ’48, May 
30, 2009, Anderson, S.C.  He was a U.S. 
Navy veteran of World War II and retired 
after 38 years with the Exxon terminal in 
Belton, S.C.
Joe J. Gilstrap ’48, January 5, Greenville.  
He was retired from The Liberty Corpor-
ation as risk manager after 45 years of 
service.  He helped to found the South 
Carolina chapter of the Risk and Insurance 
Management Society and served as its 
!rst president.  He was a Shriner and a 
U.S. Navy veteran of World War II.
Rose Caldwell Bozard ’49, November 
29, Columbia, S.C.  She taught at schools 
in Kentucky and South Carolina, tutored 
students in math and knitting, and was an 
active member of the Palmetto Quilters and 
Mid-Carolina Daylily Society.  She was also 
a volunteer with families of Alzheimer’s 
patients.
Johnnie “Buck” Buckner ’49, July 7, 
2009, Blacksburg, S.C.
Robert Charles McLane ’49, December 
13, Greenville.  He served with the U.S. 
Army 1st Cavalry Division in Japan from 
1946-47, after which he earned his 
bachelor’s degree, attended medical school 
and did postgraduate work in radiology.  
He practiced radiology in Greenville from 
1961 until his retirement in 1992 and was a 
founding member of Greenville Radiology, 
P.A.  He served as president of the S.C. 
Radiological Society in 1974 and was an 
emeritus member of the Greenville County 
Medical Society, S.C. Medical Association, 
the American Medical Association and the 
American College of Radiology.
Inez Staton Spelts ’49, February 6, 
Greenville.  
Billie Alice Gorman Waldrop ’49, 
November 29, Knoxville, Tenn.  She was 
a teacher and librarian at several schools
in the Knoxville area.
Linda Mayes Haynsworth Osborne 
’50, January 27, Greenville.  
Van Hinton Porter ’50, February 19, 
West Columbia, S.C.  A World War II 
veteran who was awarded the Purple 
Heart, he went on to serve as pastor 
of churches in Texas and the Carolinas.
Edgar J. Sims, Jr. ’50, January 19, 
Annapolis, Md.  He and his wife founded 
MHI Hotels in 1957 and built the company 
to include numerous upscale hotels 
throughout the southeastern United States, 
trading under the Hilton, Crowne Plaza and 
Sheraton banners.  Among his business 
accomplishments, he served as president of 
the American Motor Hotel Association in 
1965.  In 1964 he received the Motel Hall 
of Fame Award from Hospitality magazine.  
A past president of the Metro Washington 
Motel Association, Maryland Travel Council 
and Prince Georges Travel Promotion 
Council, he was an of!cer of the Maryland 
Economic Development Commission, 
the Prince Georges County Chamber of 
Commerce and the College Park Board of 
Trade.  He was the Maryland Travel Person 
of the Year in 1983.  A graduate of George 
Washington University law school, he was 
a 45-year member of the Terrapin Club at 
the University of Maryland.  He was a four-
sport letterman at George Washington 
High School in Alexandria, Va., and in 
2001 was inducted into the Alexandria 
Hall of Fame. 
Everett O. “Eddie” Edwards, Jr. ’51, 
M.A. ’56, November 22, Melbourne Beach, 
Fla.  He was formerly associated with 
General Electric Jet Engine Parts as business 
manager.  He was an All-American over-70 
softball player for several years.
Paul W. Haley, M.A. ’51, January 31, 
Columbus, Ohio.  He was director of the 
Ohio Department of Education’s Division 
of Teacher Education and Certi!cation 
from 1967 through 1990.  He then 
accepted a professorship at Ashland 
University, where he taught on the 
graduate level for 10 years before retiring.  
In 2002 he received a Lifetime Service 
Award from Ashland.  He held honorary 
degrees from Rio Grande University and 
Findlay University, along with many honors 
from local, state and national education 
organizations.  He began his tenure 
in education as a high school teacher 
and then served as guidance counselor, 
psychologist and personnel director.  
He was a paratrooper in World War II 
and earned the EAME Service Medal, 
two Bronze Stars and the World War II 
Victory Medal.
Ann Garrison Sellers ’51, January 22, 
Charlotte, N.C.  She worked for several 
years as a teacher in Greenville and was 
president of the Greenville Junior League.  
After moving to Charlotte she served 
as president of Charlotte Latin School’s 
Parents Council, the Charlotte Assembly 
and the Wing Haven Foundation.
Roy George Foster ’52, January 18, 
Roanoke, Va.  He was retired from Moone’s 
Building Supplies as a merchandise buyer.  
He was a volunteer for the Presbyterian 
Community Center in Roanoke.
Callie Ruth Allen Godfrey ‘52, 
January 22, Ninety Six, S.C.  She worked 
as a department manager for Rose’s Stores.
Anne Kinard Davenport ’53, January 
20, Rocky Mount, N.C.  
Jean Piccolo Wilson ’53, March 5, 
Greenville.  She spent her career as an 
administrative assistant with several 
different industries.
Fletcher Allen ’54, February 27, Franklin, 
Tenn.  He was the retired editor of the 
Baptist & Re!ector, the state newspaper 
of the Tennessee Baptist Convention, 
where he worked from 1987-98.  Before 
then he edited the Baptist True Union, the 
denomination’s newsjournal for Maryland 
and Delaware, and was the longtime 
associate editor of South Carolina’s Baptist 
Courier.  He served in the U.S. Army in 
West Germany from 1954-56.  He was a 
reporter and editor for the Florence (S.C.) 
Morning News, assistant advertising and 
public relations manager with Sonoco 
Products Company in Hartsville, S.C., and 
for six years was news director and alumni 
magazine editor at Furman.  Active in 
international missions, he was the author 
of three books, the most recent being a 
collection of poetry titled Plowing Wind 
and Time.
Betty Jean Plyler Lane ’54, December 
2, Waynesville, N.C.  She was an educator 
who taught in North Carolina, Illinois, 
Indiana, Texas and Michigan. She was 
an artist, a patron of the arts, and a 
passionate advocate for human rights, 
especially for the disabled, children, 
women and minorities.
John Eugene Madden, Sr. ’54, January 
4, Greenville.  He was a veteran of the 
U.S. Army and the 378th Military Police 
Unit and was retired from Food Equipment 
Company.  He was a Shriner and longtime 
member of the American Legion.
Fulton “Bob” Rogers ’54, November 8, 
Richmond, Va.  He was a retired chemist 
with DuPont where he worked for 35 
years.
Emily Jane Mainwaring Adams ’56, 
February 1, Greenville.  She was a certi!ed 
public accountant, a church pianist and 
past treasurer for the Henderson County 
(N.C.) Gem and Mineral Society.
Robert Eldon Bingham ’56, January 
30, Athens, Ga.  He was a lecturer at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
and an adjunct professor at Midwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary.  He served 
churches in Joseph, Mo., Greenville and 
Atlanta and was vice president of services 
of the Southern Baptist Convention’s 
Home Mission Board in Atlanta from 
1972 until he retired in 1989.  He was the 
author of seven books and more than 200 
articles, and with his wife he conducted 
conferences on coping with long-term 
illness.  During World War II he was a 
lieutenant junior grade in the U.S. Navy.
Don C. Garrison ’56, February 27, Easley, 
S.C.  He was president of Tri-County 
Technical College for 32 years until his 
retirement in June 2003.  The college’s 
Pendleton campus is named in his honor.  
Early in his career he was a football coach 
at three Upstate high schools and also was 
an administrator and interim president at 
Greenville Technical College.  He earned 
the A. Wade Martin Award from the S.C. 
State Board for Technical Education and 
the Marie Y. Martin Administrators Award 
and President of the Year Award from 
the American Association of Community 
College Trustees.  He was president of 
the Aerospace Education Foundation 
from 1981–84, received the Air Force 
Association’s Medal of Merit, and chaired 
the board of the South Carolina Military 
Family Care Association.  The state of 
South Carolina awarded him its highest 
civilian honor, the Order of the Palmetto,
as well as the Order of the Silver Crescent.
Elneda Padgett Trotter ’56, February 
6, Greenville.  She worked as an adminis-
trative assistant and social worker for 
Shriners Hospital for 20 years.  She later 
was co-owner of Orthopedic Services Inc.  
At the time of her death she was co-owner 
and manager of Branches Gift Shop.
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